
Ings Primary School 

 
‘Effort Brings Success’ 

Music Curriculum Policy 
 

Policy prepared by Suzanne Oades 

Policy adopted by Governing Body 30
th

 September 2014 

Date for policy renewal Autumn Term 2016 

Date on website 30
th

 September 2014 

 
Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 
active minds, active bodies, active souls 

  
At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  The lessons 
we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future choices and life’s direction.  
They enable children to begin to discover who they are and what their place in a rapidly changing world 
might be.  Our work is to provide children with a caring and safe environment in which to discover the 
adventure that is life. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their own future, 
active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community and active participants in 
the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D Education”.  We 
believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic standards and provide relevant 
opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all our pupils. 
 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an intellectual 
ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, reasoning and ambitious. 
 
Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of physical 
ability, giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing activities, cooking and 
making things. 
 
Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the soul’s 
aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, culture, democracy and 
to develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK and the world. 
 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment it with the four strands of the 
Open Futures approach; 
 
 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 



 

 

MUSIC POLICY 

 

1 Aims and objectives 
 
Music is the universal language which enables the epression of creativity.  A good quality 
music education will engender a love of music and enable each pupil to become musicians.  
Music is a key way in which humans express their deepest beliefs and feelings and so the 
teaching of music is part of the preparation for adult life. 

 

2 Teaching and learning approach 
 
At Ings Primary School we will enable pupils to; 

 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians. 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 
excellence. 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

3 Curriculum planning 

 
The school delivers the statutory requirements of the National Curriculm (Revised 2014). 
 
Beyond this the school follows the curriculum approach of Open Futures (Ask It, Grow It, 
Cook It, Film It) and the schemes of work from the Charanga Music school, a sheme 
supported by the Hull Music Hub. 
 
The school offers wider opportunities in Music, where the chidfen learn to play a brass 
instrument and where individual tuition is offered on either a brass or a stringed instrument. 
 
All children have the opportunity to sing regularly as a whole school, and to take part in 
planned local and national singing events outside the school. 
 
The school follows the Charanga Musical School programme as its main way of delivering 
music teaching and learning.  Via this programme the children develop their understanding, 
make musical judgements, apply their new learning, develop their aural memory, express 
themselves physically, emotionally and through discussion and create their own musical 
ideas. The wide range of core resources have been developed specifically to motivate and 
capture each individual’s personal interest. 
 
The children not only learn about music; they become musicians who are able to share and 
perform using their new skills. 

 

Foundation Stage 

 

 We teach music in foundation classes as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year. 



 Pupils at Foundation Stage can actively engage with the core musical activities: 
composing, performing and listening. 

 Music enables them to express their thoughts, ideas and feelings through sound. It 
gives them rich opportunities to develop their creativity. 

 Singing assists in the development of their linguistic skills, while performing with 
simple instruments begins to develop their manipulative skills.  

 Listening and responding to their own and others’ music-making are also important 
musical activities, helping pupils to develop focus and concentration. 

 

Year 1&2 (KS1) 

Pupils will be taught to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants 
and rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

 

Year 3,4,5&6 (KS2) 

 
Pupils will be taught to: 

 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression. 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notation. 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

4 The contribution of Music to teaching in other curriculum areas 

 
Music education is part of a balanced curriculum which aims to develop the whole spectrum 
of the child’s intelligence. It involves learning in themajor domains of knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and feelings, and the senses.  It therefore contributes to the wider curriculum in a 
myriad of ways.  While listening to music for pleasure or for specific elements and patterns, 
the child develops skills in discrimination, concentration and reflection that are necessary 
for understanding in all disciplines.  Long and short-term memory is developed and spatial 
reasoning is enhanced as the child learns to form mental images of physical objects, to 
hear the sounds they make internally and to recognise differences between them. The 
ability to visualise and to think in abstract form enhances problem-solving skills in many 
areas of the curriculum. During the process of making music the child experiences 
satisfaction and a sense of achievement as he/she performs or creates, alone or as part of 
a group. The child develops technical and artistic skills, involving muscular co-ordination 
and sensitive movement, as well as skills of perseverance and self-discipline that are 
essential to self-expression. 
 



Music can be used to access almost every curriculum area of study.  Song in particular can 
open up subjects as diverse as mathematics and PE.  The school provides access to the 
singup website to enable this to happen. 

 

5 Inclusion  

At Ings Primary School we teach music to all pupils, whatever their ability.  Music forms 
parts of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 
pupils.  Though our music teaching we provide learning opportunities that match the needs 
of pupils with learning difficulties and we take into account the targets set for individual 
pupils in their individual Education Plans (IEPs). 
 

6 Assessment and recording 

 
We assess the pupil’s work in Music by making informal judgements as we observe the 
pupils during lessons.  Once the pupils complete a unit of work, we complete an end of unit 
assessment sheet for the various skills learnt throughout the unit. 
 
During the academic year 2014/2015 the Music subject leader will begin to collate samples 
of the pupil’s work in a portfolio which shows musical achievement  in Music in each year of 
the school. 

 

7 Resources 
 
The music subject leader ensures that there are sufficient resources in our school to be 
able to provide high quality music education.  We keep these resources in a central store. 
 
Each class will have access to Charanga Music school’s interactive whiteboard activities. 
 
There is a selection of tuned and non tuned percussion available for class teaching, and a 
class set of brass instruments for the teaching of wider opportunities. 

 
It is the responsibility of each teacher to advise the Music subject leader of any breakages 
or shortages. 

 

8 Monitoring and review 

 
The Music subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standing of the pupil’s work and 
the quality of teaching in Music.  The Music subject leader is also responsible for 
supporting colleagues in the teaching of Music, for being aware of current developments in 
the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 
 
The Music subject leader will give the Headteacher an annual report in which s/he 
evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further 
improvement.  We allocate special time for the vital task of reviewing samples of pupil’s 
work and for visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject. 


