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Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 
active minds, active bodies, active souls 

  
At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  The lessons 
we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future choices and life’s direction.  
They enable children to begin to discover who they are and what their place in a rapidly changing world 
might be.  Our work is to provide children with a caring and safe environment in which to discover the 
adventure that is life. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their own future, 
active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community and active participants in 
the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D Education”.  We 
believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic standards and provide relevant 
opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all our pupils. 
 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an intellectual 
ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, reasoning and ambitious. 
 
Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of physical 
ability, giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing activities, cooking and 
making things. 
 
Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the soul’s 
aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, culture, democracy and 
to develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK and the world. 
 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment it with the four strands of the 
Open Futures approach; 
 
 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 



 
1 Aims and objectives 

 
Geography teaches an understanding of places and people and the interaction between 
the two.  Pupils learn about where they live, how it is organised and how they and it 
relates to their region (Yorkshire and the Humber), the country (UK), their Continent and 
the world.  Children gain an empathy with other places and peoples which enables them 
to investigate their own place in the world.  Through practical fieldwork they gain 
practical and analytical skills which prepare them for life.  Through learning about 
climate and climate change pupils engage with the ethical issue behind economic 
development and begin to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the 
future of numankind. 

 

2. Teaching and learning approach 
 
Geography involves learning specific skills and at a range of scales. 
 
Geographical skills include fieldwork skills where pupils interact with real people and 
places in real time.  This may include making observational records, sketches and 
diagrams as well as surveying and other practical research skills. 
 
Back in class data collected can be compared with data found in other sources  (books, 
maps, photographs and web based resources) and comparisons used to draw 
conclusions about the physical and human elements that make up a place an its 
inhabitants. 
 
These skills are applied across a range of widening scales (see 3 below).  Younger 
children learn about their immediate locality and as they progress through school this is 
widened to include their city, county and region, coutry, continent and locations in the 
wider world. 

 

3 Curriculum planning 

 
The school delivers the statutory requirements of Development Mattters in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculm (Revised 2014). 

 
Beyond this the school follows the curriculum approach of Open Futures (Ask It, Grow It, 
Cook It, Film It). 

 
The school’s curriculum takes a Learning Journey (thematic) approach.  In order to 
ensure curriculum coverage the school has devised Learning Journeys that are led by 
Geogrphy as a subject as follows. 
 

Foundation Stage 
 

We teach geography in foundation classes as an integral part of the topic work covered 
during the year.  As the reception class if part of the Foundation Stage of the National 
Curriculum, we relate the geographical aspects of the pupil’s work to the objectives set 
out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for pupils 
aged three to five.  Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of 
developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such 
as collecting postcards from different places, singing songs from around the world, or 
investigating what makes a ‘good’ playground. 
 
 



Year 1&2 (KS1) 
 

 From Ings to Sierra Leone 

 Changes within living memory – transport from hooves to wheels (joint with history) 

 Changes within living memory – transport from wings to rockets (joint with history) 

 The lives of 2 great landscape artists, Constable and Hockney (joint with history) 

 From Ings to the Seaside, comparing Ings area with Bridlington and asking why 
people visit Danes Dyke) 

 
 Year 3,4,5&6 (KS2) 
 

 From Ings to Brazil (various aspects of Brazilian Geography, including studies of the 
rain forest, a river study, Brasilia the perfect city? And poverty in Sao Paulo) 

 Iceland at the arctic circle (various aspects of Icelandic Geography including 
volcanoes, seasonal changes, life in a fjord, use of renewable energy in Rejkjavik) 

 Our Region (various aspects of the geography of Yorkshire and the Humber 
including the geography of the Yorkshire Coast, the geography of the Yorkshire 
Wolds, a settlement contrast with Beverley, trade through the Humber estuary) 

 
As well as these Learning Journeys children will also learn basic geographical facts 
about Hull, the Yorkshire Region, England, the UK, Europe and the world. 
 
These units are designed to deliver our geography curriculum over 22 weeks in KS1 and 
16 weeks in KS2. 

 

4 The contribution of geography to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 

Core Subjects (English, Mathematics, Science) 
 
Wherever possible, but without creating tenous links, teachers will design sequences of 
lessons in the core subjects which link with the Learning Journey being studied so that 
skills learned can be meaningfully applied. 
 
Textbooks, web based resources and other reading materials are excellent ways of 
delivering geographical content whilst also developing reading competencies.  The 
learning of the meaning and spelling of key geographical vocabulary will be a key part of 
each geography led Learning Journey.  Writing genres will be meaningfully linked to 
Learning Journeys. 
 
Geography provides ample opportunity to support mathematical learning, particularly in 
the collection, interrogation and presentation of statistical work.  There are other obvious 
overlaps in geometry (compass points, coordinates etc). 
 
Science will be mostly taught as a standalone subject, but there will be occasions where 
science units interface with geographical understanding, particularly when investigating 
living things, habitats, rocks, Earth and space and evolution and inheritance.  Teachers 
will make these links explicit in their planning. 
 

Foundation Subjects (Art and Design, Citizenship, Computing, Design and 

Technology, Foreign Language, History, Music Physical Education) 

 
By taking a Learning Journey approach teachers will plan to deliver elements of these 
subjects via the lead geographical theme.  Other elements (usually skill, e.g. brush 
technique in art or programming in computing) will be taught in standalone lessons.  The 
learning journey is the ideal time to apply the skills learned elsewhere. 



 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)  

 
Geography is ideally suited to enabling pupils to engage with issues of justice at a 
personal, group and even global level.  Debate and discussion will follow that allow 
children to develop lines of philosophical enquiry.  Fieldwork is often an opportunity for 
teamwork and teachers should seek out opportunities to develop these skills. 

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 
As well as the comments made above geography allows the investigation of different 
cultures, lifestyles, beliefs and attitudes. By studying UK, Sierra Leonian, Brazilian and 
Icelandic contexts children will have the opportunity to investigate life from a wide range 
of perspectives. 
 
We will make it our aim to teach concepts of environmental responsibility and 
stewardship seeking to instill attitudes of care and concern for the earth and its peoples. 

 

5 Inclusion  

At Ings Primary School we teach geography to all pupils, whatever their ability.  
Geography forms parts of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced 
education to all pupils.  Though our geography teaching we provide learning 
opportunities that match the needs of pupils with learning difficulties and we take into 
account the targets set for individual pupils in their individual Education Plans (IEPs). 

 

6 Assessment and recording 

 
We assess the pupil’s work in geography by making informal judgements as we observe 
the pupils during lessons.  Once the pupils complete a piece of work, we mark and 
comment as necessary.  At this moment in time the school is internally consulting on the 
range of assessment approaches required to assess children’s progress through the 
National Curriculum. 
 
At this moment in time (September 2014) teachers should record the NC level in 
geography at the end of each geography led Learning Journey. 
 
During the academic year 2014/2015 the geography subject leader will begin to collate 
samples of the pupil’s work in a portfolio which shows what the expected level of 
achievement is in geography in each year of the school. 

 

7 Resources 
 
The geography subject leader ensure that there are sufficient resources in our school to 
be able to teach all the geography led Learning Journeys that are encountered.  We 
keep these resources in a central store where there is a box of equipment for each 
Learning Journey. 
 
Each class will have a UK map and a world map on permanent display aw well as a 
globe. 
 
It is the responsibility of each teacher to advise the geograpgy subject leader of any 
breakages or shortages. 

 

8 Monitoring and review 



 
 The geography subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standing of the pupil’s 
work and the quality of teaching in geography.  The geography subject leader is also 
responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, for being aware of 
current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for 
the subject in the school. 
 
The geography subject leader will give the Headteacher an annual report in which s/he 
evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further 
improvement.  We allocate special time for the vital task of reviewing samples of pupil’s 
work and for visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject. 


