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Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 

active minds, active bodies, active souls 

At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  The 
lessons we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future choices and 
life’s direction.  They enable children to begin to discover who they are and what their place in a 
rapidly changing world might be.  Our work is to provide children with a caring and safe 
environment in which to discover the adventure that is life. 

We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their own 
future, active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community and active 
participants in the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 

We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D Education”.  
We believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic standards and provide 
relevant opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all our pupils. 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an intellectual 
ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, reasoning and ambitious. 

Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of physical ability, 
giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing activities, cooking and making things. 

Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the soul’s 
aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, culture, democracy and to 
develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK and the world. 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation 
Stage and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment it with the four 
strands of the Open Futures approach; 

 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 
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School Curriculum Policy 

The school curriculum is designed to meet the aims of the school’s mission 
statement as set out above.  Our overriding responsibility of the school is to prepare 
children to take every advantage of their future education and discover their place in 
the world. 

To enable this to happen the school aims to give its pupils a wide range of skills, 
knowledge and experiences.  In designing the school curriculum we have drawn on 
three sources, Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage the 
National Curriculum (Revised 2014) and the approach of Open Futures (Ask It, Grow 
It, Cook It, Film It http://www.openfutures.com . 

This blend of curricula resources makes the Ings curriculum distinctive, exciting, 
informative and formative. 

This blend of curricula will enable the school to fulfil its statutory responsibilities1 to 
offer a curriculum that is balanced and broadly based and which: 

 Promotes the spiritual, moral cultural, mental and physical development of 
pupils at the school and of society, and 

 Prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life 

Mission Statement 

The school takes as its starting point for curriculum design its mission statement An 
Active 3D Education (see front cover). 

Key Skills (specific approaches, see English and Mathematics policies for 
details) 

As a preparation for a successful and fulfilled life the school has designed 
approaches to designing and delivering the key skills of reading, writing and 
mathematics.  The school aims to deliver these in exciting and engaging ways that 
link with the rest of the school curriculum (Learning Journeys). 

 Reading 

The school teaches an rigorous approach to synthetic phonics in the Early 
Years and Key Stage 1.  As well as gaining a love of reading during this 
phase children are given the skills to access reading by identifying, practicing 
and using a growing knowledge of phonemes and the grapheme choices that 
go with them.  This enables children to read and understand words as the 
building blocks of sentences.  The school has an ability banded book 
selection that is carefully organised and used to develop reading skills at a 
sentence, paragraph and whole text level as children progress through Key 
Stage and into Key Stage 2.  In both Key Stages children are engaged in 
daily Guided Reading sessions with teachers and Teaching Assistants.  The 
partnership with families is crucial throughout the primary school phase to 
develop reading habits and a love of reading. 

                                                 

1
 The national curriculum in England, Key stages 1 and 2 framework document September 2013 

http://www.openfutures.com/
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Writing 

The school plans for delivering writing skills by taking two innovative 
approaches; 

Talk for Writing (http://www.talk4writing.co.uk ) is an interactive approach that 
follows a sequence of teaching Imitate (children learn texts sometimes by 
heart following the lead of the teacher), Innovate (children transform some 
element of the text), Invent (children use the skills they have acquired to 
create their own texts). 

Big Writing (http://www.andrelleducation.com/big-writing ) aims to develop 
new skills in the four key areas of Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and 
Punctuation (VCOP).  Children have a weekly opportunity to engage in a Big 
Write where they showcase their new learning. 

 Mathematics 

The school teaches basic number skills via Monday to Tuesday Big Maths 
(http://www.andrelleducation.com/big-maths ) activities developing the four 
areas of Counting, Learn Its, It’s nothing new and Calculations (CLIC).  
Children are tested weekly to check on progress and set targets for 
improvement. 

On Friday’s children engage in problem solving and logic building activities 
aimed at building mental dexterity and the ability to sequence and resiliently 
find solutions to often open ended investigations. 

Other subjects (see individual curriculum policies for full details) 

Science, Computing, PE and RE and Languages are generally taught as standalone 
subjects but the school recognises and uses links to learning journeys where these 
will enhance learning and show how these subjects are applied. 

Learning Journeys (Appendix 1) 

In order to illustrate to children how key skills can be applied to gain and retain new 
knowledge in a meaningful and coherent way the school has designed a Long Term 
Plan of Learning Journeys  A Learning journey is a way of bringing skills and new 
knowledge learning together around one theme.  The themes have been designed to 
enable the delivery of statutory curriculum responsibilities and to make a coherent 
whole that is accessible for every child. 

Our guiding principle when approaching Learning Journeys has been to give either 
Geography and History the lead and to build the delivery of the rest of the curriculum 
from this starting point. 

Open Futures 

Starting in 2013 the school has been developing threefold approach to delivering the 
Open Futures programme; 

 Ask It – philosophical enquiry – children learn to enquire and question at ever 
deeper levels learning respect for the beliefs and opinions of others.  Ask It 
sessions can be used in any curriculum area. 
 

http://www.talk4writing.co.uk/
http://www.andrelleducation.com/big-writing
http://www.andrelleducation.com/big-maths
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 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment – Children 
engage in projects that teach them horticultural skills and give them knowledge 
about food sourcing and issues of sustainability. 
 

 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals – children have regular opportunities 
to cook and learn important life skills. 
 

 Film It – communicating in a digital age – children learn to communicate their world 
via a range of ICT opportunities including still photography, animation and video. 

 

Spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development 

The mental and physical development of the pupils are generally developed in the 
curriculum detailed above.  In a wider sense it is the responsibility of the whole 
school at all times to promote these elements, in lessons and outside of lessons. 

The curriculum is designed to enable children to engage in learning and experience 
learning from a range of cultures and perspectives that reflect their position as a 
citizen of the UK and of the world. 


