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Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 
active minds, active bodies, active souls 

  
At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  The lessons 
we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future choices and life’s direction.  
They enable children to begin to discover who they are and what their place in a rapidly changing world 
might be.  Our work is to provide children with a caring and safe environment in which to discover the 
adventure that is life. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their own future, 
active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community and active participants in 
the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D Education”.  We 
believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic standards and provide relevant 
opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all our pupils. 
 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an intellectual 
ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, reasoning and ambitious. 
 
Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of physical 
ability, giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing activities, cooking and 
making things. 
 
Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the soul’s 
aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, culture, democracy and 
to develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK and the world. 
 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment it with the four strands of the 
Open Futures approach; 
 
 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 



 

 

HISTORY POLICY 
 

 

1 Aims and objectives 
 

History is about real people who lived, and real events which happened.  History is 
concerned with sequence, time and chronology and is the study of evidence about the 
past; it gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic 
relationships. History fires a childs curiosity about the past in Britain and the wide world 
and plays an essential part in preparing us for living and working in the contemporary 
world. Pupils at Ings Primary School will consider how the past influences the present, 
what past societies were like, how these societies organised their politics, and what 
beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. As they do this, children develop a 
chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.  In history, 
children find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusions. To do this they need 
to be able to research, sift through evidence, and argue for their point of view.  This is 
embedded with the Open Futures ‘Ask It’ approach and are skills  that are prized in adult 
life. 

 
            At Ings Primary School we are commited to providing all children with learning 
            opportunities to engage in history and become ‘historians’. A high-quality history 
            education in our school will: 
 

 foster in pupils an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables 
them to enjoy all that history has to offer; 

 enable pupils to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how 
things have changed over time; 

 develop a sense of chronology; 

 to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider 
world; 

 to help pupils understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense 
of their cultural heritage; 

 to develop in pupils the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and 
presentation. 

 

2. Teaching and learning approach 
 
           History teaching focuses on enabling pupils to think as ‘historians’ and involves learning specific 

skills and facts at a range of levels. We recognise the fact that in all classes there are pupils of 
widely different abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all 
pupils by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by: 
 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty; 

 grouping pupils by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group; 

 providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; 

 using classroom assistants to support pupils individually or in groups. 
 

           In each key stage we give pupils the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance, and visit 
the seven free museums in the city of Hull. We also encourage visitors to come into the school 
and talk about their experiences of events in the past. 
 

 



 

3 Curriculum planning 

 
The school delivers the statutory requirements of Development Mattters in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculm (Revised 2014). 

 
Beyond this the school follows the curriculum approach of Open Futures (Ask It, Grow It, 
Cook It, Film It). 

 
The school’s curriculum takes a Learning Journey (thematic) approach.  In order to 
ensure curriculum coverage the school has devised Learning Journeys as follows: 
 

     Foundation Stage 
 

History is taught in Nursery and Reception (children aged 3-5) as an integral part of the 
topic work through child-initiated and adult led activities. The children are given the 
opportunity to find out about past and present events in their own lives, and those of 
their families and other people they know. In the Foundation Stage history makes a 
significant contribution to developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world 
through activities such as dressing up in historical costumes, looking at pictures of 
famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their 
own lives.  
 

           Year 1&2 (KS1) 

 
           During Key Stage One, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out   
           about significant men, women, children and events from the recent and more distant   
           past in Britain and the wider world. They listen, and respond to stories and use sources  
           of information to help them ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is  
           different from the present. Learning Journies in Key Stage One are; 
 

 An Event Beyond Living Memory – The Gun Powder Plot 

 An Event Beyond Living Memory – The Great Fire of London 

 Changes Within Living Memory – Transport from Hooves to Wheels (joint with 
geography) 

 Changes Within Living Memory – Transport from Wings to Rockets (joint with 
geography) 

 Significant Historical Events, People and Places in Their Own Locality – Amazing 
Structures – Humber Bridge, The Deep, The KC Stadium 

 Significant Historical Events, People and Places in Their Own Locality – Amy 
Johnson 

 The Lives of Two Great Landscape Artists - Constable and Hockney – From 
Brushes to Tablets (joint with geography) 

 

 Year 3,4,5&6 (KS2) 

 
During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both 
recent and more distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, 
in Britatin and in other parts of the world. The look at history in a variety of ways 
including from political, economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, cultural 
or aesthetic perspectives. They use different sources of information to help them  
investigate the past both in depth and in overview, using dates and historical vocabulary  
to describe events, people and developments. They also learn that the past can be 
represented and interpreted in different ways.  Learning Journies in Key Stage Two are; 

 



 An Aspect or Theme Beyoond 1066 (What was Christmas like for our parents and 
grandparents (Y3), The Victorians (Y4), The Tudors (Y5), 1940(Y6) 

 Romans – Homes and Buildings 

 The Anglo Saxons and their struggle with the Vikings 

 Local History Study 

 The Mayans 

 Ancient Egypt 

 Ancient Greece 

 Changes in Britian from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
 

These units are designed to deliver our history curriculum over 24 weeks in KS1 and 17 
weeks in KS2. 
 

4         The contribution of history to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 

Core Subjects (English, Mathematics, Science) 
 
Wherever possible, but without creating tenuous links, teachers will design sequences 
of lessons in the core subjects which link with the Learning Journey being studied so 
that skills learned can be meaningfully applied. 
 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 
promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we 
use in Literacy are historical in nature to enhance the pupils knowledge and 
understanding of life in other times. Pupils develop oracy through discussing historical 
questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing 
ability by composing reports and letters and through using writing frames. The learning 
of the meaning and spelling of key historical vocabulary will be a key part of each history 
led Learning Journey. 
 
History teaching also contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. 
Pupils learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through studying  
time-lines. Pupils learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic 
form. 
 
Science will be mostly taught as a standalone subject, but there will be occasions where 
science units interface with historical understanding such as materials for buildings and 
structures of the past. Teachers will make these links explicit in their planning. 
 

            Foundation Subjects (Art and Design, Citizenship, Computing, Design and  

           Technology, Foreign Language, Music Physical Education) 

 
By taking a Learning Journey approach teachers will plan to deliver elements of these 
subjects via the lead historical theme.  Other elements (usually skill, e.g. brush 
technique in art or programming in computing) will be taught in standalone lessons.  The 
Learning Journey is the ideal time to apply the skills learned elsewhere. 

 

           Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)  

 
History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health 
education. Pupils develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views 
on a number of social questions. They discover how to be active citizens in a democratic 
society by learning how laws are made and changed. They learn how society is made up 
of people from different cultures and start to develop respect for others. 

 



           Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 
           History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health  
           education. Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their  
           views on a number of social questions. They discover how to be active citizens in a  
           democratic society by learning how laws are made and changed and how society is  
           made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for  
           others. When teaching history, we also contribute to the children’s spiritual development.  
           We provide children with the opportunity to discuss moral questions on what is right and  
           wrong. Children learn about how Bitish society has changed over time. 
 

5 Inclusion  
 
At Ings Primary School we teach history to all pupils, whatever their ability.  History forms parts of 
the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all pupils.  Though our 
history teaching we provide learning opportunities that match the needs of pupils with learning 
difficulties and we take into account the targets set for individual pupils in their individual 
Education Plans (IEPs). 
 
We endeavour to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with 
disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional 
language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 

 

6 Assessment and recording 

 
We assess the pupil’s work in history by making informal judgements as we observe the 
pupils during lessons. Once the pupils complete a piece of work, we mark and comment 
as necessary. At this moment in time the school is internally consulting on the range of 
assessment approaches required to assess children’s progress through the National 
Curriculum. 
 
From September 2014 teachers should record the NC level in History at the end of each 
History led Learning Journey. These grades will then be passed on to the next teacher 
at the end of the year. 

 
During the academic year 2014/2015 the history subject leader will begin to collate 
samples of the pupil’s work in a portfolio which shows what the expected level of 
achievement is in history in each year of the school.  

 

7 Resources 
 
The history subject leader will ensure that there are sufficient resources in the school to 
be able to teach all the history led Learning Journeys that are encountered. The change 
to the National Curriculum has lead to studying new areas and it is the responsibility of 
each class teacher to advise the history subject leader of any breakages or shortages. 
 

            All resources are in a central store in the library which also contains a good supply of  
            topic books. There are sufficient resources for all history teaching units in the school.   
 

   8      Monitoring and review 

 
           The history subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the pupil’s work 
           and the quality of teaching in history. The history subject leader is also responsible for  
           supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, for being aware of current 

developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the  



           subject in the school. 
 
           The history subject leader will give the Headteacher an annual report in which s/he 
           evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further 
           improvement. Special time will be allocated for the vital task of reviewing samples of  
           pupil’s work and for visiting classes to observe teaching in the subject.  
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 


