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Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 
active minds, active bodies, active souls 

  
At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  
The lessons we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future 
choices and life’s direction.  They enable children to begin to discover who they are and 
what their place in a rapidly changing world might be.  Our work is to provide children with a 
caring and safe environment in which to discover the adventure that is life. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their 
own future, active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community 
and active participants in the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D 
Education”.  We believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic 
standards and provide relevant opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all 
our pupils. 
 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an 
intellectual ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, 
reasoning and ambitious. 
 
Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of 
physical ability, giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing 
activities, cooking and making things. 
 
Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the 
soul’s aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, 
culture, democracy and to develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK 
and the world. 
 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment 
it with the four strands of the Open Futures approach; 
 
 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 

 



1 Introduction  

 As the world becomes “smaller”, it becomes more important to be able to communicate 
with people of other cultures and races.  At Ings Primary School, we consider it 
essential to equip our children with the knowledge and skills to do this, both now and in 
preparation for their future.  By the time children leave Year 6, it is anticipated that they 
will have the skills to communicate at a basic level in one Foreign Language (currently 
French), and be able to transfer these skills to other languages as they encounter 
them. A foreign language is also a statutory component of the 2014 Primary 
Curriculum. 

2 Aims and purposes:  

The teaching of foreign languages encourages a positive attitude to learning an 
additional language, opening minds to other cultures and ways of life.  

 At KS1 foreign languages teaching is informal: for example pupils may learn to count in 
French, learn simple greetings and sing simple French songs.  

 At KS2 the teaching of foreign languages, following the National Curriculum, offers 
opportunities for children to:  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 
authentic sources  

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation  

 write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language 
studied. 

 increase their cultural awareness by learning about different countries and their 
people, and working with materials from those countries and communities 

 foster positive attitudes towards foreign language learning 

 use their knowledge with increasing confidence and competence to understand 
what they hear and to express themselves 

 form a sound knowledge base for further language study at KS3 and beyond. 

 encourage tolerance and a willingness to work co-operatively  

 
3 Organisation  

An hour a week should be allocated to the teaching of foreign languages. It is 
recommended that at least 30 minutes of that time is timetabled language teaching. 
The remaining time should be fitted into other curriculum areas e.g. PE, Music, ICT 
and school routines e.g. registration, dinners, games etc.  

4 The curriculum  

French is the Foreign language that we teach in our school.  The majority of our pupils 
transfer to Malet Lambert Secondary School where French is taught in Year 7. 

The requirements of the curriculum are that children are taught to: 



 

 write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety 
of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and 
respond to those of others; seek clarification and help 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when 
they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that 
are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly  

 describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  

 understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including 
(where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of 
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply 
these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar 
to English.  

5 Teaching and learning style  

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active 
engagement in the foreign language. These include:   

 games, 

 role-play and songs (particularly action songs), 

 mime & gesture 

 commercial resources have also been purchased 

Strategies used in “Talk for Writing” sessions could be used to support French 
teaching: for example a short text could be learnt along with actions. 

6. Inclusion  

At our school we teach a foreign language to all children in KS2, whatever their ability. 
A foreign language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and 
balanced education to all children. Through our foreign language teaching we provide 
learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting 
suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs.   

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have 
special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – 
classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style and differentiation – so that 
we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 
effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.  



 If a pupil continues to experience difficulties, he/she may, in consultation with parents 
and the school Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo), 
have his/her name placed on the school SEN register. It may then be appropriate to 
have outcomes related to foreign language learning included on the child’s Individual 
Education Plan (IEP). 

 We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a 
foreign language. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, 
for example, a playground game in a foreign language, we carry out a risk assessment 
prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.  

7. Assessment and recording: 

 Formative assessment opportunities arise naturally in the course of teaching the 
language.  Teachers make notes regarding the progress of pupils on their short term 
planning and will formally record attainment and progress annually. 

8.    Monitoring and review  

We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do all the other courses that 
we teach in the school. The governors’ standards committee has the responsibility of 
monitoring the success of the teaching in the foreign language.  

The coordinator also liaises with the local secondary schools, so that they are aware of 
the Foreign language experience of our children when they move to the next phase of 
their education. 


