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Mission Statement 

An Active 3-D Education 
active minds, active bodies, active souls 

  
At Ings Primary School we believe that a child’s early education is formative and enduring.  The lessons 
we teach give the knowledge, skills, beliefs and attitudes that inform future choices and life’s direction.  
They enable children to begin to discover who they are and what their place in a rapidly changing world 
might be.  Our work is to provide children with a caring and safe environment in which to discover the 
adventure that is life. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be successful and active participants in their own future, 
active participants in the futures of their friends, families and local community and active participants in 
the future of the world that they will inherit from us. 
 
We make it our mission to enable children to be active participants by delivering a “3-D Education”.  We 
believe that such an education will lead to the highest possible academic standards and provide relevant 
opportunities to learn that will increase the life chances of all our pupils. 
 

First Dimension:  Active and healthy minds.  We will promote the development of an intellectual 
ability, giving opportunities to be inquisitive, enquiring, enterprising, reasoning and ambitious. 
 
Second Dimension:  Active and healthy bodies.  We will promote the development of physical 
ability, giving opportunities to take part in sport, competition, growing activities, cooking and 
making things. 
 
Third Dimension:  Active and healthy souls.  We will promote the development of the soul’s 
aesthetic ability, giving opportunities for each child to engage in the arts, culture, democracy and 
to develop a deep understanding of being a citizen of the UK and the world. 
 

We will deliver our mission by teaching the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and the National Curriculum as our core curriculum, and we will augment it with the four strands of the 
Open Futures approach; 
 
 Ask It – philosophical enquiry 
 Grow It – growing healthy food and a healthy natural environment 
 Cook It – creating healthy and nutritious meals 
 Film It – communicating in a digital age 



 
English Policy 

 
 

1 AIMS 

 
We aim to continually develop all pupils’ abilities within an integrated programme of Oral 
Communication, Reading and Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to progress their skills in 
the use, knowledge and understanding of spoken and written English within a broad and 
balanced curriculum, that consolidates, reinforces and extends taught literacy skills. 

 
Pupils at Ings Primary School will leave the school; 

 

 being able to access the KS3 curriculum 

 reading and writing with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of 
independent strategies to self-monitor and correct; 

 with a love of reading and a desire to read for enjoyment; 

 with an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary and its 
appropriate use in spoken and written forms; 

 understanding and enjoying a varied range of text types, media types and genres; 

 able to purposefully write in different styles and forms, using appropriate grammar and 
vocabulary; 

 with a sound knowledge of spelling rules and patterns set out in the National Curriculum 2014 

 using their encouraged creativity, inventiveness and critical awareness; 

 having built suitable technical language techniques to articulate their spoken and written 
responses. 
 

 

2 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

 
Statutory requirements for the learning of English are laid out in the New Curriculum 2014 and in 
the Communication and Language and Literacy sections of the Statutory Framework for the 
Early Years Foundation Stage 2013. 

 

In the Foundation Stage children are given opportunities to: 
 

 Speak, listen and represent ideas in their creative activities 

 Use communication, language and literacy in every part of the curriculum 

 Become immersed in an environment rich in print and opportunities to communicate  
 

Pupils at Ings Primary School by the end of the Foundation Stage will be able to; 
 

 Listen attentively in a range of situations; 

 Listen to stories, anticipate key events and respond with relevant comments, questions or 
actions; 

 Give attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while engaged in another 
activity; 

 Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions; 

 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or 
events; 

 Express themselves effectively, showing awareness of the listeners’ needs; 

 Use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events; 

 Develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or events; 

 Read and understand simple sentences; 



 Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately; 

 Read some common irregular words; 

 Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read; 

 Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds; 

 Write some irregular common words; 

 Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others; 

 Spell some words correctly and other in a phonetically plausible way; 

 Form each letter of the alphabet using the cursive script 
           (EYFS profile 2013) 
 

 

At Key Stage One and Two all pupils will access the Primary English Curriculum 2014. The 
English programme of study (2014) is based on 4 areas: 

 

 Spoken language 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Spelling, grammar, punctuation (and glossary) 
 

The National Curriculum is divided into 3 Key stages; 
 

 Key Stage 1 

 Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4)  

 Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) 
 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. The National curriculum 2014, 
gives detailed guidance of what should be taught at each Key stage under the following 
headings; 

 

 Spoken language 

 Reading, word reading and comprehension 

 Writing, transcription, spelling, handwriting and presentation, composition, vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation 

 

At Key Stage One children learn to speak confidently and listen to what others have to say. 
Learning to independently read and write enthusiastically, the children use language to explore 
their own experiences and imaginary worlds.  Children are given opportunities to speak and listen 
throughout all subject areas. 

 

At Key Stage Two children learn to change the way they speak and write to suit different 
situations, purposes and audiences including formal debate. Reading a varied range of texts, 
allows the children to experience and develop their skills in responding to the different layers of 
meaning to each text type. The focus is on how the structure of language works in their 
exploration of genres, text types, media and non- standard English literacy texts.  
 

 

3 TEACHING AND LEARNING  

 

Foundation Stage 
 

The learning principles of the English strategy Talk for Writing are immediately begun, to develop 
basic skills and the early fostering of the love of reading books. Daily discreet phonic lessons, 



following Jolly Phonics, are in place, with planned opportunities for the children to develop their 
communication and language skills on a daily basis in both adult led and child initiated activities. 

 

Key Stage 1 

 
In Key Stage 1 daily phonics lessons, following Letters and Sounds, are taught in ability groups 
while children have daily mixed ability English lessons with an emphasis on the Talk for Writing 
strategies.  Children take part in both guided and individual reading sessions and have regular 
story times to develop a love of reading. A Reading Squad approach is taken to guided reading 
whereby children are in small groups and read with an adult every day.   
 
Literacy skills, including the use of cursive handwriting, are developed across the curriculum. 
Provision is made for children who require support through intervention programmes and 
differentiated class teaching. 

 

Key Stage 2 

 
In Key Stage 2 children have daily English lessons including integrated grammar for writing 
where appropriate, alongside a weekly GPS lesson. Additional literacy learning includes guided 
reading, handwriting, spelling and a class novel which is read at the teacher’s discretion at a time 
within the day.  Literacy skills are developed across the curriculum. Provision is made for children 
who require support through intervention programmes and differentiated class teaching. 

 
Interactive teaching and learning strategies are used to engage all pupils in order to raise 
reading and writing standards and improve spoken language. Children are supported to develop 
effective communication skills in readiness for later life.  The need for all pupils to speak, read 
and write Standard English fluently and accurately is recognised. The school policy is to model 
language to the children which promotes Standard English in both speaking and writing.  
 

 

4 PLANNING 

 
It is the responsibility of the class teacher to plan work for their pupils in the year group(s) that 
they teach. Planning is based on: 

 

 EYFS Framework 

 National Curriculum 2014 

 “Talk for Writing” strategies 

 Big Writing strategies 

 Read, Write Inc Spelling 

 a range of other resources 
 

Medium term plans are prepared for the beginning of each half term, short term planning is done 
weekly and identifies very specifically the learning objectives, the teacher’s, teaching assistant’s 
and children’s roles and activities, groupings and differentiation and which key texts in use. 

 
English is taught both as a discrete subject and cross curricular. Teachers and Teaching 
Assistants plan work for Wave 3. 

 
Literacy is at the heart of curriculum planning so that subject matter from other curriculum areas 
is available as content or stimulus for speaking, listening, reading and writing. All curriculum 
areas will involve some aspects of Literacy.  Links to English skills learning will be identified in 
planning. 
 

 



5 APPROACHES TO READING 

 
Teachers teach and model reading strategies via direct teaching and during shared and guided 
reading sessions.  Children have further opportunity to develop reading strategies and to discuss 
books in detail. Independent reading provides time for both assessment and 1-1 teaching. In 
EYFS and KS1, daily phonics lessons following Jolly Phonics and Letters & Sounds enable 
children to decode efficiently. This is continued into KS2 where necessary. 

 
A range of reading schemes, big books, story sacks and core books as well as book banded 
books are used to support early readers. Teaching assistants lead reading activities during 
guided reading and Year 6 children also have reading buddies for targeted children in Year 1 and 
2.  This helps to ensure that children have more frequent opportunities to purposefully read with 
others. 

 
Children in the Foundation Stage classes take home an Oxford Reading Tree book from school 
and parents are encouraged to read the book with their child and then record on their effort and 
progress. This encourages teacher – parent communication.  In KS1 children take home a 
levelled book according to their ability.  This may be from the Oxford Reading Tree series or Bug 
Club.  In addition to this, children have the opportunity to choose a book from the class library.  
Each child has a reading folder and a home school reading record that teachers and parents can 
use to share information about a child’s reading.  Parents are encouraged to read with their child 
daily. Parents are encouraged to support their child’s reading by letters which are sent home as 
well as discussions with the class teachers.  

 
In Key Stage 2 children choose books to take home and read. We also have a selection of 
banded books in each book corner from years three to six to support appropriate text choices. 
Those children who still require a more structured approach to reading have access to the 
Oxford Reading Tree and Bug Club series of books to help them continue to grow in confidence 
as readers with a text that appears appropriate for their age group.  
 
During guided reading, children in KS1 and lower KS2 read books from the Bug Club series, 
following a more structured approach to guided reading, whereas children in upper KS2 take part 
in whole class guided reading sessions.  As part of these sesisons, children complete short 
comprehension and text-based activities within reading journals. 

 
We still encourage all readers to share a book at home with their grown-ups. We believe that this 
not only helps to develop inferential skills, but also supports a lifelong love of reading. Children 
also have opportunities to read and research from topic books related to their learning provided 
by the library loans. Throughout the Key Stage children become more independent in recording 
what they have read in their reading journals. 

 
We recognise the value of adults (both in school and at home) reading aloud to children, in order 
to improve their grasp of story language and enthuse them with a love of books and inspire them 
as writers.  Because of this, each class has a class novel which the teacher reads as often as 
possible, prefereably 5 minutes daily. 
 

 

6 APPROACHES TO WRITING. 
 

We aim to develop the children’s ability to produce well structured, detailed writing in which the 
meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the reader. Attention is paid throughout 
the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. To 
support our teaching of writing the Talk for Writing and Big Writing strategies are used. Teachers 
model writing strategies via direct teaching and in shared writing sessions. Guided writing 
sessions are used to target specific needs of both groups and individuals. Children have 



opportunities to write at length in extended independent writing sessions every other Friday 
during Big Write. Phonics and spelling strategies are taught via Read Write Inc Spelling in years 
2 to 6, with children experiencing 15-20 minutes of daily spelling teaching and practise. 

The children are given frequent opportunities in school to write in different contexts using quality 
texts as a model and for a variety of purposes and audiences. There are many opportunities for 
children to improve their writing and be inspired by drama techniques and film clips. They may be 
asked to produce their writing on their own or as part of group. Children will also be given the 
opportunity to use ICT for their writing. We use the MSL Handwriting Scheme in school to help 
children develop fluent, clear and legible joined up writing.  Children work hard to follow the 
cursive script, this encourages them to take care in their presentation and pride in their work. 
 

 

7 ENGLISH ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
 

Teachers will take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links across all themes. 
They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired 
during English lessons to other areas of the curriculum, with a particular focus in our school of 
purposeful writing through all subject areas where the same standard of writing is expected as 
seen in the children’s English work book.  

 

 

8 THE USE OF ICT 

 
We recognise the important role ICT has to play in our school in the development of Literacy 
skills. ICT is used on a daily basis to enhance the teaching of literacy and to give all children the 
opportunity to experience, read and write multimodal texts and develop visual literacy. The use of 
ICT is cross – curricular.  
 

 

9 ASSESSMENT AND TARGET SETTING 
 

Work will be assessed in line with the Assessment Policy.  
 

 

10 INCLUSION 
 

We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according 
to their individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving 
and take steps to improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning 
challenges provided. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 
educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom 
organisation, teaching materials, teaching style and differentiation – so that we can take some 
additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our 
teaching is matched to the child’s needs.  

If a pupil continues to experience difficulties, he/she may, in consultation with parents and the 
school Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo), have his/her name 
placed on the school SEN register. It may then be appropriate to have outcomes related to 
foreign language learning included on the child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a foreign 
language. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a 
playground game in a foreign language, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to 



ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.  We provide children with resources, 
including books, which reflect the culturally diverse nature of British society. 

 

11 EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Every child, whatever their background or circumstances, has the same access and high 
expectation of their learning experience. Children will learn and thrive when they are healthy, 
safe and engaged.   

 

 

12 ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER 
 

The English Subject Leader is responsible for the development and monitoring of the English 
curriculum to ensure a coherent English strategy for the school. With the support of the SLT, the 
SL is also responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in English through: 

 

 monitoring and evaluating English (in line with the school’s monitoring timetable); 
 

o pupil progress 
o provision of English 
o the quality of the Learning Environment 
o The Head teacher and SL will scrutinise planning, children’s English work, reading 

journals, records and assessments 
o Moderating work both within own school and across other schools 

 

 regularly report to the Governing Body (Standards Committee) on the progress of English 
provision, achievement and the quality of teaching 

 

 supporting colleagues in their CPD, 
 

 will assist teachers by leading staff meetings, planning and lead INSET activities 
 

- pupil progress 

- provision of English 

- the quality of the Learning Environment 

- The Head teacher and SL will scrutinise planning, children’s English work, reading 
journals, records and assessments 

- Moderating work both within own school and across other schools 

- providing consultancy and advice 

- supporting them in the classroom 
 

 purchasing and organising resources 

 keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments 

 gather the views of children in discussions 

 taking the lead in policy development 

 regularly report to the Governing Body on the progress of English provision. 

  

 

13 HOMEWORK 

 
See homework policy for details on English homework, including spelling and reading practise. 
 

 



14 PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

We aim to involve parents directly in the life of the school, and thus in the development of 
children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in English. Parents are involved in hearing 
children read during our half termly Stay and Read sessions and are encouraged to discuss 
books with them.  We also welcome any parent volunteers to hear readers on a regular basis. 

 
There are opportunities each term when parents can discuss their children's progress with their 
teacher. Reading pamphlets with strategies for supporting children are shared at these meetings 
and opportunities provided for parents to come into school to support reading in the classroom.  
They also emphasise the importance of reading.  Parents are encouraged to read both with and 
to their children at home in order to promote reading. 
 
 

15 ROLE OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

 Foster close links with the SL to ensure the implementation of the school curriculum and to 
review the policy biannually. 

 Monitor standards and achievement in English and be clear about the school’s strengths and 
areas for development. 


